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As foster kids
starting up for
school, we need
to be incognito... ‘5}\,' Foster Youth
We need to fit 7, Veteran

into every group, I 7
except not as foster
youth!!

Are you even
listening!?

Fred: Veteran Foster Youth

George: New Foster Youth

gnﬁt{ (F3|rItNe)I;t Ddoli)r Furry coat, sunglasses,

baul: _ R e Foster snow hat, tank top, Nike shorts, New Foster
Marsha: Mom and a Flavor Flav clock; | think Youth
Posse: Posse a0 I'll fit in everywhere /\/ \

Mr. Frank: The Teacher

Mr. Snow The Principal <3\"4Z s — —~

Casey: The Lunch Lady \% = '

b
By: IZ‘
Deonate Cruz

Westside Regions Joint Update By Xoe Dozier, Garrett Nadeau, Chris Bauer, Max Ream and Jessica Mayer

The Mockingbird Youth Network's Western Wash-
ington’s inter-regional BBQ was a huge success! It was
a great opportunity to get together for a collaborative
event in which every chapter brought something to
create a fun and powerful day. Jerry, Seattle Resource|
Specialist, was our cook, preparing and cooking vari-
ous foods. After everyone ate, we participated in a great
scavenger hunt that the Tacoma chapter created for us.
It was full of laughs and gave us an opportunity to get
to know the other regions’ chapter members and work
together on a team activity. LaShay from Everett brought
a great activity involving digging for gummy bears in a
pie full of whip cream! This pie contest inevitably turned
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Specialist lost this whipped cream battle, but was a great
sport.

one helped decorate them, and while it was very hard not
to eat those delicious baked goods, we all managed for the
sake of the families.

The Olympia and Seattle chapters both ended the day by
distributing the cupcakes all the regions worked together
to decorate. Seattle’s chapter distributed a portion of the
cupcakes to the homeless people downtown in Seattle.
They gave out at least 40 of the cupcakes to the homeless
community and had a great time doing it. Olympia’s chap-
ter took a portion of the cupcakes to the Family Support
| Center of South Sound’s shelter for families. They also took
| the left over fruits and vegetables from the BBQ to the shel-
| ter and hope to keep this relationship growing by setting
up future opportunities to volunteer at the family shelter.

This day was a true display of what the Mockingbird
Youth Network is about, creating connections with one an-
After everyone calmed down, we all came back together other, collaborating to have a great day of teamwork, and

to focus on a part of what Mockingbird is about: com - |- : v | staying dedicated to creating change in our communities.
munity service. Georgina, one of our amazing Resource | _ i - & Go Mockingbird!!

Specialists from Everett, baked 120 cupcakes for the |~
homeless communities in Seattle and Olympia. Every-

Network youth decorate cupcakes for the homeless.

Region 1 North (Spokane) Chapter Update by Kristina Thomason

Hello from Region One North! The Spokane Region once again has had a pretty busy month.
On August 10th we had a BBQ with local Spokane Legislators. It went great and was laid back
but an important event for our chapter. Sr. Network Representative David Buck and | also got
to co-write an article about the experience and success of the BBQ. Also, our chapter was invit-
ed to a Spokane Indians baseball game, which is very exciting! We will be having Marcus Ric-
celli, Senior Policy Advisor for Senate Majority Lisa Brown—who we met at the BBQ—speak at
our next meeting. Coming up next month we are doing our Rights Training so keep your eyes
out for those results and feedback! Region 1 North UNITE!

Region 1 South (Yakima) Chapter Update by Brandy Baxley

Hello Mockingbird Society, Region One South hopes everyone’s summer is going great! Our
region has been busy lately. We went to the Union Gospel Mission to serve lunch and had a
great time helping and volunteering. We served about 70 families and individuals. At our Au-
gust chapter meeting, we discussed the roles and responsibilities for Chapter Leaders. After
decided group discussion, Stevie Atkins and |, Brandy Baxley, were chosen as the Yakima
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will be swimming, eating, hanging out and having a great time!

We Welcome Your Work

We welcome submissions of articles, poetry, artwork, and photography from our young readers who have experience in the foster care system and/or with homelessness. If you
want to be published in the Mockingbird Times visit www.mockingbirdsociety.org, or contact us at (206) 407-2134 or via email at mbt@mockingbirdsociety.org. If you have submitted
something before that hasn’t been published, we may need your submission agreement in order to publish your work. Please submit materials and completed agreement again via the
email address listed above.
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editorial staff.




