Plaintiffs’ Initial Analysis of 2006 Braam Benchmark Data

Following is a preliminary analysis of FY 2006 Braam benchmark data.

Health and Mental Health

· The state completed Child Health & Education Tracking (CHET) screens in a timely manner (within 30 days) only 29.5% (up from 21.8% of the time, despite the Braam requirement of 95%.  Three regions actually reduced the number of timely CHET screens, but three regions significantly increased their percentages.  For example, Region 5 increased compliance from 9.3% (the second lowest in the state) to 46.8% (the second highest in the state).  27% of children did not get a CHET staffing within 90 days, as has been required by law since 1997.  Budget note: Presumably to address this, the state asked for 12 new CHET screeners and six new Health Program Assistants who will gather health and mental health history information.   The Governor did not recommend funding for that proposal.  This is odd, given that the largest reason that CHET screens were not completed at all was that no CHET screener available. 

· Data on initial Medicaid screens, called Early Periodic Screening Diagnosis and Treatment, or EPSDT, was disappointing.  EPSDT screens within 30 days, which were required to be at 90% were only at 36.2%, a 0.6% increase over a year.  Two regions made significant gains, improving timely EPSDT screens by 17%, but at least one region, Region 1, saw a drop of over 19%.  The major reason for noncompliance was that the screens were scheduled for a date later than 30 days.  Since these screens are schedule by Health Screeners, the outcome is linked to CHET screens, and the suggested increase of CHET screeners likely would help address this.  The rate of children who received annual EPSDT screens actually dropped from 2.4% to 2.0% statewide.  

· The state only slightly improved (2.6% improvement) its timely provision of mental health assessments to children found to be needing one.  Two regions significantly increased their compliance, including Region 5, which doubled its compliance rate.  The majority of youth did not receive this service within 90 days of placement.

· The percentage of children actually receiving a mental health service within 30 days of an assessment indicating a need, dropped from 80% to 77.3%.

Foster Parents and Foster Homes

· Even though the Department had more children in placement in 2006 than in 2005, there were less beds available to foster youth in 2006 than in 2005.  The Department had less relative care homes in 2006 than in 2005, as well. Budget note: The Department requested funds to recruit and retain non-kin foster homes, but the Governor did not include any funds in her budget.  
· Caregivers are staying licensed slightly longer in all regions but one.

Stability
· Children who had been in care for less than two years in 2006 were less stable than in 2005.
· The percentage of licensed foster homes with at least 12 hours of in-service training did not increase from 2005.  The Department’s request for funding to increase training was not included in the Governor’s proposed budget.

· The percent of children who ran from placement in 2006 was slightly higher than in 2005.  The average days for a runaway event stayed the same, with Region 4 events being significantly longer and Regions 2 and 3 being significantly shorter.

Safety
· While 2006 benchmark data has not been collected, data show that almost 30% of children in care had a CPS referral about them in 2005.  Adolescents (age 12+) in care were more likely than not to have a CPS referral about them in 2005.
Sibling Separation
· The percent of children placed in care with some or all of their siblings declined from 75.1% to 72.1% in 2006. The percent of children who were placed with all of their siblings also declined in 2006.  Budget note: The Governor did not include $10 million requested to allow separated siblings to visit eachother.
