States with Chafee Services [http://www.nrcys.ou.edu/yd/state_pages.html]

· Arizona

-Chafee Eligibility: Unknown info.

-Medicaid option: Youth must be a qualified US citizen, a dependent ward of the court, in the custody of the Arizona child welfare agency, and in out-of-home care when they reach the age of 18.  (Youth who are on AWOL status at age 18 are also covered.)

· Arkansas

-Eligibility: (1) Foster care youth between the ages of sixteen and twenty-one (16-21) participating in high school, secondary school, or an equivalent technical program. (2) Former foster care youth up to the age of twenty-one [21] are eligible for post-discharge services (after-care) if the youth was in foster care on his or her eighteenth [18th] birthday. Post-discharge services may include additional life-skills training.  Also job search assistance, housing search assistance, community involvement, and board assistance may be provided, as funds are available. (3) Foster teens, ages 14-15, are provided appropriate life skills training and other services based on evaluations and assessments. 

-Medicaid option: Youth in care can retain Medicaid eligibility until age 19. Medicare extension recommended under Chafee has not yet been adopted. 

· California

-Eligibility: Youth who are eligible for ILP are between 16 years of age up to the day before their 21st birthday, and either are currently in foster care or were in foster care on or after their 16th birthday.
  
-Medicaid option: The CDSS has expanded Medicaid to provide services to youth that have aged out of foster care and are at least 18 years of age and have not yet attained their 21st birthday. This program allows foster youth that are receiving foster care funds on their 18th birthday to remain eligible for Medi-Cal with no share of cost or monthly income evaluations. Re-determination will be left to each county per State of California, Department of Health Services (DHS) specifications.

-Automatic enrollment: “no income or resource test, regardless of their living arrangements or with whom they reside.” See State of California Department of Health Services, Letter No. 00-41, August 14, 2000.
- Since there are no income or asset requirements, annual redetermination is limited to verification of any remaining factors, such as state residency. See http://www.healthconsumer.org/cs036Fostercare.pdf.  
· Connecticut
- Youth who were in foster care on 18th birthday.

- Automatic eligibility.  To ensure that youth who age out of foster care get enrolled, the Department of Social Services and the Department of Children and Families developed a protocol by which eligibility staff move foster youth from their current coverage group (DO1, DO2) to their new coverage group (DO4), effective on the youth’s 18th birthday.

· Indiana
-Eligibility: The Indiana Chafee Foster Care Independence Program encompasses planning and services for all wards 14 through 21 years of age.  The initiative also includes youth between 18 and 21 who were formerly in foster care at any point between the ages of 14 and 18 and those who meet the eligibility criteria and were a ward of another state with verification through an Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children from the state of jurisdiction.

-Medicaid option: Available up to age 21; but unknown details.

· Kansas

-Eligibility: Youth in out of home placement for any length of time on or after their 15th birthday up until 21 years of age.

-Medicaid option: Kansas provides the Foster Care Medical Card Extension Program to youth 18-21 years of age who were in custody of the Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services and eligible for out of home placement on their 18th birthday.

· Mississippi

-Eligibility: Youth between the ages of 14 and 21 who are in foster care.

-Medicaid option: Information is currently unavailable.

· Nevada

-Eligibility: All youth in foster care age 15.5 until age 21.

-Medicaid option: Youth are eligible for Medicaid after aging out of foster care at the time they turned 18.  They are eligible until age 21.

· New Jersey
-Eligibility: Youth ages 15 - 21 living in a DYFS funded placement

-Medicaid option: Living in a DYFS paid placement on or after 10/1/00, was living in a DYFS paid placement on his/her 18th birthday, meets Medicaid eligibility requirements (except for income).
-Automatic enrollment: no application or interview requirement

· Oklahoma

-Eligibility: OKDHS and tribal custody youth 16-18 years of age who are in out-of-home placement or who exit to adoption or guardianship after age 16, youth who elect to remain “in care” for voluntary services until they obtain their high school diploma or G.E.D. or reach age 21 years, and former foster youth ages 18-21 who were in care any nine months between ages 16 and 18.

-Medicaid option: Information is currently unavailable.
· South Carolina

-Eligibility: Any youth in foster care, ages 13 - 21, and any youth who was in foster care at age 18 and is not yet 21, is eligible for services. 

-Medicaid option: Youth who were in foster care and Medicaid-eligible on their 18th birthday and have not yet reached age 21 continue to be eligible for Medicaid benefits until their 21st birthday (as long as funds are available), if they are not eligible under any other Medicaid coverage group.   

· South Dakota

-Eligibility: Eligible youth in South Dakota are those in the custody of South Dakota, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Tribes, Casey and/or other placement agencies. Graduated services begin at age 14 and include youth likely to remain in foster care until age 18 and youth up to the age of 21. Native American youth are involved in all aspects of the state program. Independent Living Services and classes are also available to youth on reservations and individual communities.

-Medicaid option: All youth in the custody of the Department of Social Services on their 18th birthday.

· Texas

-Eligibility: Youth ages 14 - 20, with emphasis on youth 16 through 20 years of age, that are in out-of-home care are eligible.  Youth in out-of-home care on their 18th birthday are eligible for services until the age of 21.

-Medicaid option: Available until 21 (through the month of their 21st birthday)
· Utah

-Eligibility: All youth age 16 and older and in out-of-home care are eligible.  Youth in out-of-home care on their 18th birthday are eligible for services until age 21.

-Medicaid option: Information is currently unavailable.

· Wyoming

-Eligibility: Youth ages 14-21 in state custody are eligible to receive assessment and training services. Chafee funds are eligible for any youth who age out of foster care after their 18th birthday.

-Medicaid  option: Youth who leave care are eligible for Medicaid; normally the youth's case worker would assist the youth with application for Medicaid. Criteria is that youth has to leave care after their 18th birthday.

Individuals aging out of the foster care system can receive Medicaid from age 18 until age 21 under the Foster Care Independent Living program.  These youth must meet the following criteria:


18 years old but not 21 (eligibility runs through the month in which they turn 21) 


In foster care on their 18th birthday under state custody through the Division of Child and Family Services, or the Department of Human Services if the primary case manager was with the Division of Child and Family Services, or in the custody of an Indian tribe


Not eligible for another Medicaid program that does not require a spenddown or premium payment (eligibility under another program may end before the child is 21, like NB+, so the worker needs to move the child to the Foster Care Independent Living program)


Is identified by DCFS, DHS or a tribe through electronic or written verification as someone who was in foster care on his or her 18th birthday


Was not in the custody of the Division of Juvenile Justice Services on his or her 18th birthday








� For reasons why 16 is chosen, see � HYPERLINK "http://www.transad.pop.upenn.edu/news/courtney--foster%20care.pdf" ��http://www.transad.pop.upenn.edu/news/courtney--foster%20care.pdf�.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ctkidslink.org/publications/welf06ensuring.pdf" ��http://www.ctkidslink.org/publications/welf06ensuring.pdf� 





