Programs Available for Adolescents in Preparing for Adulthood

	Program/Scholarship
	Service/ $$
	Eligibility
	Important Dates
	How to Apply

	Independent Living (IL) Program
	Provides the following services:

· Ansell Casey Life Skills Assessment (ACLSA) and Learning Plan
· Daily Living Skills

· Educational Support 

· Career Exploration

· Vocational Training

· Job Placement and Retention

· Funding available up to $500 for IL enrichment activities through SSPS 3901
	· Youth is age 15 up to age 18, and is currently a dependent in the legal custody and care of DSHS or is in Tribal out-of-home care

· Youth is adopted from State or Tribal custody on or after his/her 16th birthday until age 18
· Youth participating in IL services and have returned to parent’s home will continue to be eligible provided DSHS retains dependency 

Please note youth are not eligible if:

· Youth adopted before the age of 16 years old

· Youth is under age 18 and in a voluntary placement agreement
· Youth is under a CHINS petition
	· Youth should be referred at age 15
· Youth can be referred anytime between age 15 up to 18
	· Social Worker will complete referral form and submit to contracted provider when youth is age 15

· For more info: email ILSKIDS@dshs.wa.gov or call the IL Program Manager at 206-923-4891


	Make it Happen! 

(MIH)
	Free Summer Program which provides:

· Real life” college campus experience and access to college resources

· Interactive workshops on college admissions and financial aid

· Recreation and entertainment

· Inspirational speakers
	· Foster youth who are dependents in WA State, Federal or tribal out-of-home care AND
· Foster youth who are either a sophomore, junior, or senior in high school, OR enrolled in or graduated from a GED program


	· Applications available by 1st Mon. of Dec. each yr

· Application deadline is 1st Mon. of Apr. each yr 
	· Youth will need to complete an application
· Info and application at www.collegesuccessfoundation.org
 

	Foster Care to College Partnership (FCTC)
	Provides a variety of services to current and former foster youth:
· College Preparation Seminars instructs foster youth in middle school and high school on the benefits of post-secondary education and 
	· Foster youth who are dependents in WA State or in tribal out-of-home care
· Seminars are available to foster youth in 6th through 12th grade and their caregivers
· Mentors are available to foster youth and alumni age 16 through 21 who are interested in post secondary education

	· College Preparation seminars are held twice yearly
· Youth can be referred anytime to the FCTC mentoring program which is 
	· Current foster youth can refer themselves or be referred by their social worker. If self referred they would need to have approval by social worker
· Former foster youth can refer themselves by contacting the Mentoring Program directly
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	Foster Care to College Partnership (FCTC)
continued
	guides them on course preparation, the application process and financial aid

· FCTC mentoring program matches foster youth and alumni aged 16 through 21 who express a desire to pursue postsecondary education with a mentor
· You Can Go to College brochure 

· Website (May 2007)
	
	currently available in regions 2, 4, 5, 6, and soon to be 3
	· For more information contact the FCTC Program Manager at 360-902-8474



	Educational Advocacy Program
	· Program which provides educational advocacy, consultation, information and referral services to foster youth

· This program also provides training to social workers, caregivers and community providers
	· All youth in out of home care with unmet educational needs are eligible. Priority to Kindergarten through 10th grade


	· Youth can be referred anytime
	· The social worker or CHET screener must make the referral 

· Referral forms are available on the regional shared drives and are also available on the CA intranet

	Governors’ Scholarship

(GS)
	· Scholarship where youth can receive up to $5,000 a year

· Scholarship can be renewed up to 4 additional years, allowing students to complete a BA
	· Must be a senior in high school to apply 
· Must be recognized as a dependent youth in WA State, Federal or tribal out-of-home care
· Minimum GPA 2.0
· Must attend an accredited school in WA
	· Applications available Dec. 1st of each year and must be submitted by March 1st of each year
	· Info and application at www.collegesuccessfoundation.org

	Educational Training Voucher 

(ETV)
	· Provides financial assistance (based on need up to $5000 annually toward the cost of attendance) for education or vocational training after high school
· Individualized award unique to each student

	· Available to current and former foster youth (who are/were dependents) up to age 21 who have been accepted into or enrolled in a degree, certificate or other program at an accredited school

· Youth enrolled prior to age 21 can continue to receive until age 23
· Youth adopted after age 16 can also participate in this program
	· No formal application deadline. However four priority deadlines do occur: 

· Jan. 1

· March 1 
	· Youth must complete an application and have applied to a post secondary institution

· ETV awards cannot be made until student receives confirmation of financial aid award and sends documents 
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	Educational Training Voucher 

(ETV)
continued
	
	· Youth will need to remain in good academic standing and show they are making progress towards a degree or certificate
· Can be used nationwide
	· June 1                          

· Aug. 1

Applications received after priority deadlines will receive funding based on availability
	· to the ETV Program
· Youth need to reapply every year for the ETV Program  
For more information call 1-877-4EDUETV or email: ETVWASH@dshs.wa.gov

	Foster Care to 21 

(FC to21)
	Program where youth can remain in foster care after they graduate from high school or GED program until age 21 so that they can go to a college or vocational program (limited to 50 additional youth per year). It provides:

· foster care placement

· medical coverage 
· other agreed upon support services
	· Youth must be at least 18 and have graduated from high school or obtained their GED

· Youth must have applied to a post secondary institution

· Youth can apply up to 6 months after leaving foster care
	· There is no deadline for application however priority deadlines are the end of April and October of each year
	· Current and former foster youth will need to complete the Foster Care to 21 Program application and release of information

· For more info: email ILSKIDS@dshs.wa.gov or call the IL Program Manager at 206-923-4891

	Transitional Living (TL) Program
	Provides the following services:

· Ansell Casey Life Skills Assessment and Learning Plan
· Educational support
· Housing Assistance (funds may be available to help with room and board) 

· Employment assistance
· Helping youth establish stable and healthy connections
	· Youth has aged out of foster care or Tribal out of home care, is age 18 or older but has not yet reached age 21
· Youth who were not eligible for IL services at time of transition may still be eligible for TL if they meet the following criteria:

1. Youth has or had an open DCFS case at time of transition from care; and
2. Youth had been in out-of-home care for the previous six months prior to transition from care; OR
3. Youth was a dependent and returned home within a year of reaching the age of majority (18)
	· Youth can self refer anytime
	· Youth can contact the TL provider for these services

· For more info: email ILSKIDS@dshs.wa.gov or call the IL Program Manager at 206-923-4891
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