
Child Welfare Advocacy Coalition  
2019 policy priorities 

 

 
PREVENTION 

 
Expand home visiting 

 
Support the Anchor 
Community Initiative 

 
Increase culturally 
relevant prevention and early 
intervention services in local 
communities by re-establishing, 
improving and fully funding the 
Family Reconciliation Program 
 

 

IMPROVEMENT 
 

Fund full cost of care for in-
home and facility based BRS 

 
Study, evaluate and fund full 
cost of CPAs 

 
Fully fund access to higher 
education and apprenticeships 
for students experiencing 
foster care and unaccompanied 
homelessness through 
Passport to Careers 

 
Expand access to Treehouse’s 
Graduation Success to ensure 
youth in foster care graduate 
from high school 

 
Support funding College 
Success Foundation’s 
programming for underserved 
youth 

PERMANENCY 
 

Establish a state funded 
housing assistance program for 
child welfare involved families 

 
Expand the Parents for Parents 
Program  

 
Support caregiver recruitment 
efforts that prioritize 
reunification and building 
relationships among 
caregivers, parents, relatives 
and children/youth 

 

TRANSITION 
 

Address the needs of youth 
who are aging out of care 
through improved transition 
planning beginning at age 14 
 
Increase support for youth in 
care with developmental 
disabilities 

 
Build capacity with research-
based, high-intensity services 
for transition-age youth 
through the expansion of the 
YVLifeSet program 

 
   
 

 
 

 
LEGACY ITEMS 

 
• Support and monitor successful implementation of the Family First Prevention Services Act, as well as the Department of Children, Youth, and 

Families, including adding youth to the Oversight Board 
 

• Support strategies that address the child welfare workforce issues/needs 
 

• Address background check issues, including the establishment of a Certificate of Parental Improvement 

The Child Welfare Advocacy Coalition (CWAC) brings together over 50 organizations from across Washington state in an effort to present 
a unified voice for child welfare policy and practices.  CWAC works to ensure that policy and practice reforms are shaped by the voice of 
the children, youth and families they impact, and views every decision through the lens of addressing racial disproportionality, gender 
equality and the best interests of children and families. 

 



 
 
 
 

SUPPORT ITEMS 
 

30-day Shelter Care Process:  Provides the court and parties a more robust status check during the initial stages of child dependency cases on a variety 
of subjects known to impact permanency and parental engagement, including visitation, relative searches, background checks and services for children 
and parents. 
 
Youth Development:  Establish a strategic youth development workgroup that will create a prevention and promotion strategy that includes youth, 
providers, and other stakeholders in concert with DCYF in order to meet the overall goals of the agency and support youth ages 5 through young 
adulthood.  
 
Puget Sound Taxpayers Accountability Account (PSTAA):  Maintain PSTAA funding and ensure that county council funding decisions prioritize the 
educational needs of children and youth experiencing foster care and/or homelessness. 

 
 

GLOSSARY 
 
 
Anchor Community Initiative is a partnership between A Way Home 
Washington, the Office of Homeless Youth (OHY) and communities to 
build a truly equitable state system that is data-informed, performance-
based and holds young people and families in the center. 
 
Behavioral Rehabilitation Services (BRS) are intensive therapeutic in-
home and/or facility-based services for dependent youth provided by 
contracted private agencies. The ask is fully fund cost of care for BRS 
consistent with results of the 2018 BRS Rate Study with regards to 
placement intensity.   
 
Child Placing Agencies (CPA) are private agencies that contract with 
the state to license, train, and support foster parents as well as to 
provide case management services to the children in their care. The ask 
is to conduct a CPA rate study and contract review, fund an incremental 
rate increase and fully fund CPA service by 2020 consistent with results 
of rate study.  
 
College Success Foundation (CSF) was established in 2000 to provide 
college scholarships and mentoring to low-income, underserved 
students in order to support them in their journey to finish high school, 
graduate from college and succeed in life. 

 
Graduation Success:  Treehouse’s Graduation Success program 
provides intensive education coaching, planning monitoring and 
advocacy for nearly 1000 high school students in foster care in order to 
ensure that they graduate from high school at the same rate as their 
peers with support and a plan to launch successfully into adulthood.  The 
ask $3m to expand services to 668 additional students statewide and be 
matched dollar for dollar with private philanthropic support. 
 
Parents for Parents Program provides peer mentoring which 
enhances parent engagement in court-ordered plans and the safe and 
timely reunification of children with their parents. The Program is 
currently active in 14 counties in Washington state.  
 
YVLifeset is a proven, comprehensive, model designed to serve 
transition-age youth. Intensive community-based support and guidance 
is provided to help them make a successful transition to adulthood. 
 
For more information contact:  Laurie Lippold – laurielippold@gmail.com or 
Jim Theofelis – jim@awayhomewa.org 
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